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Your Dream Day at a Glance
Hello, and many congratulations on your
engagement and forthcoming wedding.
We are thrilled that you are considering
The Secret Garden at Duffryn Mawr as
your wedding venue, and we can’t wait
to share with you what we have to offer.
Whether you are planning to host your
entire day with us, from ceremony
through to reception, or perhaps you’d
like to invite your guests to join you at
our venue after you have said ‘I do’, rest assured that our beautiful and unique
countryside venue will wow your guests no matter what- and is available to you all
weekend, from 11am Friday through to midday on Sunday.
Your wedding day should be everything you have dreamed of and at the Secret
Garden we will do everything possible to make sure that you, your family and your
friends experience and enjoy the perfect day.
The Secret Garden is licensed to hold civil ceremonies in our rustic Stables,
situated in the grounds of the Secret Garden. We pride ourselves in offering our
couples the freedom and flexibility to choose what they WANT for their wedding,
from everything to the marquee theme to the food and entertainment, it really is
up to you and we are very open to new ideas.
We very much look forward to welcoming you into our special place and giving you
a warm Welsh welcome.

Best wishes,
Rosie and Simon x
To make an appointment to discuss your wedding plans, please contact:
Mob: 07746 946118
Email: rosie@thesecretgardenatduffrynmawr.co.uk

The Secret Garden
Marquee Wedding
Venue
The Secret Garden at Duffryn
Mawr is nestled in the beautiful
countryside tucked away in the
garden of an old farm cottage
near to the village of Pendoylan, Vale of Glamorgan.
Offering a unique setting that provides exclusivity, romance and privacy, the
Secret Garden is an area that can accommodate up to 100 guests to sit
down. (A responsible adult will supervise all children and we have a
maximum policy of 5 children under the age of 15)
Our patio area is ideal for reception drinks, photographs and for guests to
relax and take in the magic of your special day.
We strive to make your big day unforgettable by providing professional,
personal and friendly assistance and support whilst working with prestigious
marquee, catering and events companies. Our aim is to fulfil all your Secret
Garden wedding dreams.
We consider our venue a hidden gem of natural beauty which has a fairytale feel. Our garden really does offer a tranquil location that your guests will
never forget.
Our exclusive venue is available to hire from April through to the end of
September, with a maximum of 12 weddings able to take place per year.
The venue is available from Friday 1pm through to midday on Sunday. Your
chosen marquee will be erected on Thursday and removed on Monday. We
offer this so that you are able to have a “fun Friday” decorating your
marquee and the garden exactly as you have imagined.

Wedding Accommodation
➢ The Loft- a large and comfortable twobedroom studio style apartment
providing accommodation for five
guests. The Juliet balcony overlooking
the venue offers superb photo
opportunities. The Loft is available Friday
through to midday on Sunday. You can
take a 360 degree look around The Loft
here http://goo.gl/UrrBys.
➢ The Hideaway- a luxury glamping
experience sleeping two guests.
Available Friday through to midday on
Sunday. You can take a 360 degree look
around The Hideaway here
http://goo.gl/NPIMl7.

➢ Kingfisher Cottage and Swallow Cottageprovides accommodation for a
further 6 guests for the duration of
your weekend.
Double and twin bedrooms are
available. You can take a 360
degree look around Swallow’s
Cottage here http://goo.gl/ook8iK.
➢ Swallow’s Nest- tucked in by
Swallow Cottage, it provides
accommodation for two in a twin
room and is a funky little additional
bedroom to accompany either Kingfisher or Swallow Cottage. Swallow’s Nest is
available Friday through to Sunday.

All our accommodations are self-catering with kitchen and shower/ bath rooms.
Luxury bedding and fluffy towels are also provided.

Wedding Packages
Bespoke Weddings for your special weekend- how it
works in 4 easy steps…
1) Choose and book your wedding date with us.
2) Choose which style of marquee you fancytraditional or clear span, and let us know.
Feel free to contact County Marquee to
discuss what you fancy and get an idea of
their costs.
3) Consider your catering. We are open to
everything from a traditional 3 course sit down
wedding breakfast, to booking different street
vendors to come to the Secret Garden
throughout the day, and everything in
between. The choice really is endless and we
are very welcoming of new ideas.
4) Let the fun, planning and personalisation
begin!

Take a 360 degree look around both types of marquees, here: Don’t feel
you have to have your tables set out either of these ways – it really is your
choice!!

1) www.lookabout360.co.uk/duffrynmawrcottages/marquee/
2) www.lookabout360.co.uk/duffrynmawrcottages/marquee2/
Venue Hire for weddings from 60 and up to 130 guests
The cost for exclusive use of the garden from Friday through to Sunday is
£5000. (VAT does not apply, prices for 2022/2023).
This cost includes:
➢ Full contact from booking to the big weekend.
➢ Complimentary stay in our luxury Shepherd Hut for one night either
prior to the big day or after (subject to availability – date to be
confirmed 3 weeks prior)
➢ Accommodation for up to 15 guests to stay in our array of
accommodation types on site here at The Secret Garden for the
duration of the weekend. Please see our ‘Wedding Accommodation’
page for more details.
➢ Full operational support from the Event team on site for the duration
of the weekend
➢ Welcome bar where we offer your guests their welcome drinks.
➢ Cake cutting service. We will provide your cake table, knife and
portioning of your cake. Just inform us how and when you would like it
served.
➢ Easel provided for your table plan.
➢ Full liaison with your chosen suppliers to free up the middle man.
➢ Luxury toilets for your guests (two lady’s cubicles and one men’s plus
urinal)
➢ Garden furniture on the patio and evening lighting in the trees and
fairy lights in the hedges and shrubs in the garden
➢ Fire pit and blankets provided for your guests in the evening
➢ Physical bar with draught dispenser for one keg (carling/ cider/ ale).
Refrigeration, tills, glassware included, fully licenced. Plus
professional bar staff and glass collectors. Extra dispensers available
and prices subject to request. Electrical supply to bar and light
provision. We provide and run the bar on site, provide all the
glassware for dining, reception and after dinner drinks. We have a
comprehensive wine and drinks list. You tell us what you would like
and we will price it up competitively.
➢ Parking- parking is limited but free, there are only spaces for the
guests using the cottages and of course, the wedding cars/registrar’s
cars. Guest’s must have pre-booked transportation from the venue by

12.15am, last minute taxis are not an option from our rural location.
02920 777777 are recommended.
Hire charge for your wedding ceremony stable and courtyard with gazebos is
an additional £1200. Hay bales can be sourced but will incur an extra cost
and subject to availability.
➢ Use of our rustic stable decorated with fairy lights with the floral arch
for you to give your vows.
➢ Gazebo over the courtyard providing shade for your guests
➢ Seating provided.
➢ Blue tooth speaker available for your ceremony music, just plug in
your phone!!
➢ A member of our team will inform the bride when the registrars are
ready.
Please budget for your chosen main marquee for the garden which is
additional to the overall venue hire. Prices start from £3,500 including
furniture. We fully recommend County Marquees whom we work very
closely with.
Full package for weddings for up to 60 guests:-

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All of the above plus:A choice of 5 canapes to offer your guests after the ceremony
A choice of reception drinks, happy to discuss the choices
A choice of menus to include bbq’s, buffet or hot menu with dessert
Wine to be served with the wedding breakfast
A glass of Prosecco or cloudy lemonade for the toast.
Traditional style marquee with furniture, lighting and fairy lighting
included for your reception. (You may want to upgrade or change the
style of furniture but we can discuss this)

Total package price for up to 60 guests is £15000 (delete £20 per
head for less than 60)

Drinks Packages
The Secret Garden- Bar Tariff
(If there is anything that you would like that is not on the list, please ask)
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Carling- £4.50 pint / £2.25 half pint
Real Ale- £4
Bulmers Red- £4.50 per 568ml bottle
Bulmers Original- £4.50 per 568ml bottle
Single spirit + 200ml mixer- £4.50
Single shot spirit- £2.25
Double spirit- £6.50 (Gin, Vodka. JD, Dark Rum, Whiskey)
Single mixer- £2.25
Peroni- £4.50 per 330ml bottle
Wine- £15 per bottle
Wine- £4 per glass
Prosecco- £20 per bottle
Prosecco- £5 per glass
Jug of Pimms- £15
Glass of Pimms £4
Jaegerbombs- £3 per shot/ 4 shots for £10
Tequila- £4 per shot/ 4 shots for £15
Coke/ Diet Coke- £1.50 per 330ml can
Lemonade/ Diet Lemonade -£1.50 per 330ml can
J20- £2.50

The Secret Garden’s Sample Drinks Package
(We are happy to price any drinks packages you fancy so don’t feel that you
have to stick to ours)
Drinks Package A- £20 per person
➢ Either Glass of Prosecco/ Bottle of Peroni/ Orange Juice/ Cloudy
Lemonade
➢ ½ bottle of house wine per person during your meal
➢ Glass of Prosecco to toast
Drinks Package B- £20 per person
➢ Either Glass of Pimms/ Bottle of Peroni/ Orange Juice/ Cloudy
Lemonade
➢ ½ bottle of house wine per person during your meal
➢ Glass of Prosecco to toast
Drinks Package D- £24 per person
➢ Either Glass of House Champagne/ Champagne based cocktail
➢ ½ bottle of house wine per person during your meal
➢ Glass of House Champagne to toast

Our Partners

We are very proud to be working with Lupin Blanc Wedding & Events. We are just
waiting for their photo/logo but we can assure you they are worth their weight in gold.
Please contact them at info@madhatters-catering.com. Give Rob and Sabine a call, you
will love them..

➢ COUNTY MARQUEES
County Marquees has been providing award
winning wedding marquees and event
marquee hire since 1990. They have three
different styles of Wedding Marquee
available: Clearspan, Traditional and Chinese
Hat, and can offer combinations of wedding
marquee.
Website: countymarquees.co.uk

If you would prefer to source your own ideas then we would happily consider
them as long as their insurances and references meet with our own.
Marquee or awning hire charges are arranged separately from garden hire
charges and specific requirements can be discussed and arranged directly
with our marquee partner.
Please note that marquee furniture is not provided by the Secret Garden,
you need to arrange this directly with the marquee company. We do however

provide the bar and garden furniture for the terrace, this is included in the
hire price.
We understand here at the Secret Garden that your wedding photographs
and footage are something to cherish for a lifetime. Here’s our two
Photographic Partners:

➢ LENS MONKEY
Phil Chappell is an experienced Wedding,
Events and Portrait photographer. He provides
you with an unobtrusive, candid style of
wedding photography. As an experienced
Lighting Television Cameraman, Phil’s work is
contemporary and fresh.
Website: lensmonkey.co.uk
Telephone: 07738 305577

➢ AMOR PHOTOGRAPHIC
Louise has worked at our venue and we
endorse that Amor Photographic is a
professional and personal photography
company with over 10 years experience in
wedding photography. They feel that high quality
wedding photography should not only be
available to those with big budgets, which is
why their packages are affordably priced.
Website: amorphotographicwales.co.uk
Telephone: 07999 491325

Reviews

“Stunning backdrop for photos, scenic, compact, relaxed & floral... and all
on our doorstep, with accommodation for some of our guests! They
supported us so much with our theme, adding personal touches &
suggestions that made it so special. We can't recommend The Secret
Garden enough for any couple wanting a more personal, relaxed & rustic
wedding with the freedom to make it their own! So thankful for everyone's
tireless efforts & hard work at The Secret Garden in giving us a day that we
won't forget! Truly amazing!”
- Mr & Mrs Pearce

“The bar staff at The Secret Garden, what a fabulous team who smile
continuously all day, I will definitely be recommend this venue to all my
friends, what a fab day Kath and Rob!”
- Maria Roach

“I recently was lucky enough to stumble upon The Secret Garden as a
wedding venue when I was disappointed at seeing a number of lovely
venues that couldn’t offer the wedding I am very much looking forward to
having… warm, intimate and more than just a day experience – something
that could last a whole weekend and involve as many friends and family as
possible.
Then I met Rosie and Simon who answered my query very quickly and were
able to arrange a viewing within a few days. The venue itself was everything
I could wish for – small but feels intimate, big enough for all my friends and
family and more than anything, from day one, Rosie and Simon have been
wonderful! Keen to understand what we want from our day and how they
can help us achieve it, open to all ideas and keen to make them work, great
communication and have even offered us to not only stay at Duffryn Mawr
cottages for an evening prior to our wedding to really get a feel for the
venue, but have been so welcoming in asking to visit any time with friend
and family to review ideas and make it personal and special for our day.
We cannot wait to get married at The Secret Garden. In such a short space
of time, Rosie has made me feel that it is a collaborative event as much for
them as us, and I know if I have a question or idea, she is there at the end
of the phone or email to answer my questions and show bundles of genuine
enthusiasm! Cannot give anything else than five stars even at this early
stage of our booking! Cannot wait to work with Rosie and Simon over the
next year in planning our special day together.”
-

Claire Richards

“I'm still on cloud nine, the most perfect day in every way. All your hard work
certainly paid off. Many thanks again for making Rob and Kath’s wedding
day one to remember”
-

Lorraine
Perkins

“We cannot rate this venue highly enough! A simple phone call back in
December led to the best day of our lives. Straight from the off Rosie was
accommodating, even when we said we wanted to get married with 6
months! This did not phase her in the slightest and she invited us to visit the
venue to get a feel for the place. Even though we saw the garden in the
depths of winter, Rosie and Simon reassured us that the garden would look
beautiful come June, and that it did!

After a quick chat over a cup of tea, all of our plans and ideas were met with
real excitement and enthusiasm by both Rosie and Simon. This made us
feel at ease and eager to sign on the dotted line. We felt comfortable
enough that over the next 6 months of planning the wedding, that Rosie
would be on hand to answer any questions and ideas we had to which she
did superbly!
The weekend of the wedding went exactly as we hoped and everything was
taken care of by Rosie and Simon extremely well. As promised, the garden
looked stunning, made even better by the fact that we had 25 degree clear
blue sunshine. Couldn’t have asked for better!
Overall if you’re for a venue that is intimate, a bit different, something that
you can really make your own, backed up by owners who do really care
about your big day, then this is the venue for you. Don’t hesitate in picking
up the phone and talking to Rosie, we are so glad that we did.
Thank you so much Rosie, Simon and the rest of the team for all your hard
work and enthusiasm. We really do appreciate everything you did guys!”
- Mr & Mrs Keen

“Having been Maid of Honour at my best friend’s wedding last year, I was
extremely impressed with the whole set up. It’s a lovely family run business
with very efficient service. The garden itself is absolutely beautiful. Rosie
and Simon were great throughout the weekend. Would highly recommend.”
-

Proud Maid of Honour

“We were the first couple to have our wedding at The Secret Garden in
Pendoylan. Owners Rosie and Simon outdid out expectations! Stunning
backdrop for photos, scenic, compact, relaxed and floral…and all on our
doorstep, with spacious accommodation for some of our guests! They
supported us so much with our theme, adding personal touches and
suggestions that made it so special. We can’t recommend The Secret
Garden enough for any couple wanted a more personal and relaxed
wedding with the freedom to make it their own. It was so handy being able
to come and go to The Secret Garden during the preparation process and

having Rosie on email at the drop of a hat with any questions (which were
many!!) every step of the way. We are so thankful for everyone’s tireless
efforts and hard work at The Secret Garden for giving us a day that we won’t
forget! We can’t wait to return as guests.”
- Mr & Mrs Pearce

“My husband and I recently got married on April 21st at The Secret Garden
and I cannot recommend this venue highly enough! After viewing several
potential venues, we found a link to The Secret Garden and after an initial
enquiry to Rosie, we were quickly responded to and able to visit the venue
extremely quickly. We met with Rosie and Simon who were warm and
welcoming to their home at The Secret Garden - they showed us around the
beautiful accommodation and talked us through the plans they had for the
ceremony and really listened to what we were looking for, so we booked this
beautiful venue without hesitation. Throughout the year after booking, Rosie
stayed in contact updating us on the venue, frequently allowing us to visit
the venue to review ideas and making contact with caterers, electricians
and marquee company regarding the venue. The venue allowed friends and
family to stay from Friday - Saturday onsite by booking additional cottages
which meant it felt like a weekend of celebrating, rather than just one day
which was really lovely and made it really exciting, especially the day before
the wedding when everyone came together to help dress the marquee. As
we were the first couple to hold a marriage ceremony onsite in their stable,
Rosie and Simon took on board our ideas early on for what the stable could
look like for a ceremony and worked so hard to create it- it was beyond
stunning and a testament to how hard they work to deliver a top class
wedding venue. The day went completely without issue and Rosie and
Simon were always on hand for any questions and managed the bar inside
the marquee with their wonderful staff brilliantly, with many compliments
from guests after the wedding. We were given time and space to empty the
marquee on the Sunday and very kindly have offered us a complimentary
night to re-stay at the venue which we will happily return to with the fondest
of memories of how special The Secret Garden will always be to us. The
accommodation is far more spacious than it first appears, comfortable and
so quiet and peaceful... the perfect place to get away from the hustle and
bustle for some relaxation. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts Rosie
and Simon - you gave us the best day of our lives and I will recommend The

Secret Garden as the best wedding venue for anyone looking for a personal,
intimate, relaxed venue, love from The Listers”

- Mr & Mrs Lister

“Thank you Rosie, Simon and all your hard-working staff for a truly
wonderful wedding day for Claire and Gareth. It was a great day and nightonly made possible with your perfect venue. I have no hesitation in
recommending you as a truly amazing venue!”
- Phillip Richards (Father of the Bride)

Frequently Asked Questions

➢ Who will be there from the venue on the day and what will they do?
There will be a member of the team dedicated to your wedding
throughout the duration. We will help co-ordinate proceedings. We will
oversee the planning of access for the caterers, florists, musicians
and other suppliers.
➢ What is the booking procedure?
Provisional bookings can be held for up to 14 days without
commitment.
Confirmation of a wedding requires a signed copy of our terms and
conditions together with a deposit, cheque or bank transfer for a
£1000 non-refundable deposit. The balance of the Garden hire fees
are required 90 days prior to your wedding date along with a £750
bond which is returned a week after your wedding, this is to cover any
damage or loss caused to the venue during the hire period.
➢ What are your cancellation charges?
The £1000 deposit is non-refundable and therefore cannot be
redeemed if cancellation occurs. Cancellation prior to the 90 days
before your wedding incurs loss of deposit. Cancellation less than 90
days prior to wedding – total hire charges will be due. We advise that
you take out travel and wedding insurance from the outset to cover
any circumstances where cancellation may be required.
➢ Do we ever offer a discount on our Garden hire fees?

We aim to offer all of our clients the best value for money that we can.
We have set our price at a realistic level to cover all the extras that are
included. See our list on the package page.
➢ Can we bring in our own suppliers?
We have worked closely with the catering companies on the dedicated
list and can assure you won’t be disappointed. If, however, you have
other ideas for your catering then we are happy to discuss. All
suppliers must fully adhere to Garden regulations and the Premises
Licence and Health and Safety protocol. All suppliers will need to show
us proof of their public liability insurance, PRS music license and proof
of full PAT testing on their equipment. All caterers are responsible for
removal of any waste/rubbish produced and this waste/ rubbish must
be removed from the venue before they leave.
➢ Where can our DJ/Band set up?
Due to the regulations of The Garden's premises license and the
necessity to maintain goodwill with our neighbours, all acoustic or
amplified evening music must be performed inside the marquee.
➢ Can our musicians play outside during the drinks reception?
This is fine before 5pm as long as there is no amplification.

➢ Can we leave items in the marquee overnight?
Yes, but any loss, theft or damage would not be the responsibility of
The Secret Garden.

➢ Can my wedding go on later than midnight?
This is possible but a small fee will incur to arrange the licence . All
music and drink service must end at the end period of the licence.
Guests have a 30 minute grace period to leave the marquee.
➢ Can we bring our own alcohol?
All beverages must be purchased through the Secret Garden bar. We
are happy to provide any ideas you may have and will offer
competitive rates. We have very strict regulations on alcohol being
consumed other than that bought via the Secret Garden bar. We hold
the right to confiscate any alcohol consumed during the wedding and

a reduction of the bond would be taken to reflect any beverages
consumed during the wedding period not purchased from the bar.

➢ Can we have fireworks or Chinese Lanterns and letting off balloons?
Due to the fallout debris from fireworks, lanterns and balloons and out
of consideration to our neighbours these are not permitted.

➢ Are there any restrictions to theming and decorations?
It is your big weekend, we encourage you to theme and decorate the
marquee as you like. Again, if you were to bring in wedding
planners/decorators we would need their contact details and
introductions before the final balance was due.

➢ Can we have candles?
We are happy for you to provide your own candles as part of your table
decorations or on the bar in the marquee. They must be in suitable
holders and not loose on the tables.
➢ Do you accept card payments for drinks on the day of the wedding?
Yes, we accept cash and card payments.

We hope you enjoyed reading our garden package and we look forward to
hearing from you for any further questions you may have. Our vision is a
relaxed, tranquil venue that you can put your own spin on. Keep scrolling for
photos and location information!

Gallery

Location of The Secret Garden
Nestled in a small valley in the glorious green Vale of Glamorgan, your
wedding party will be very private. A short walk through the fields to the
picturesque village of Pendoylan, your country setting is assured, but with
close road links to the A48 and M4.
Just 5 minutes from the M4, access to Cardiff takes just 10 - 15 minutes,
and Cardiff International Airport is a 20 minute trip. From Cardiff take the
M4 Westbound. From Swansea take the M4 Eastbound. Turn off at M4
Junction 34, heading towards Pendoylan. Before the main village is a hamlet
called Clawdd Coch. At the cross roads turn left, and follow the lane down
the hill. The Secret Garden at Duffryn Mawr is on the right hand side at the
bottom of the hill.

.

To make an appointment to discuss your wedding plans, please contact
myself, Rosie
Mob: 07746 946118
Email: rosie@thesecretgardenatduffrynmawr.co.uk

